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What is “ordered liberty”? 

why does it matter?  

How is it related to desire?
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Desire = natural passions 

Ordered = constrained 

Liberty = permission
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The way to crush the 
bourgeoisie is to grind 
them between the 
millstones of taxation  
and inflation .

Vladimir Lenin
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While the State exists,  
there can be no 
freedom .  When there is 
freedom there will be 
no State .

Vladimir Lenin
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People who cast the votes  
decide nothing.  The people 
who count the votes  decide 
everything.

Joseph Stalin
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If  only one man dies  of 
hunger,  that is a tragedy.  If  
millions die ,  that’s only 
statistics.

Joseph Stalin 
1947 Washington Post 
article by Leonard Lyons
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[Our Constitution is]  
made only for a moral 
and religious people.  It  
is  wholly inadequate  
to the government of 
any other."

John Adams 
1798 let ter to the 
Massachuset ts Mil it ia
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"To suppose that any 
form of government 
will secure l iberty 
or happiness without 
any virtue in the 
people  is  a 
chimerical idea."

James Madison 
speech before the Virginia 
Ratifying Convention 
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Doing whatever 
you want is not 
liberty .  It ’s 
tyranny .

Adam w. Schindler
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The Judeo-Christian ideal 

of ordered liberty is at 

the foundation of the 

American experiment
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Speaking of 

foundations…
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Samuel Alito 
Leaked draf t of Dobbs v 
Jackson majority opinion

We hold that Roe and 
Casey must be 
overruled.
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Samuel Alito 
Leaked draf t of Dobbs v 
Jackson majority opinion

The Constitution makes 
no reference to 
abortion,  and no such 
right is implicitly 
protected  by any 
constitutional 
provision,
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Samuel Alito 
Leaked draf t of Dobbs v 
Jackson majority opinion

including the one on 
which the defenders of 
Roe and Casey now 
chiefly rely--the Due 
Process Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment.
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Samuel Alito 
Leaked draf t of Dobbs v 
Jackson majority opinion

That provision has 
been held to 
guarantee rights that 
are not mentioned in 
the Constitution ,
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Samuel Alito 
Leaked draf t of Dobbs v 
Jackson majority opinion

but any such right 
must be "deeply rooted 
in this  Nation's history 
and tradition "
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Samuel Alito 
Leaked draf t of Dobbs v 
Jackson majority opinion

and " implic it  in 
the concept of 
ordered liberty. ”
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Slave = avadim ַעבָד

[13] So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves 

[14] and made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and 

brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they 

ruthlessly made them work as slaves. Exodus 1:13–14
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Servant =
[8] So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. And he said 

to them, “Go, serve the LORD your God. But which ones are to go?” 

[9] Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old. We will go 

with our sons and daughters and with our flocks and herds, for we 

must hold a feast to the LORD.” [10] But he said to them, “The LORD 

be with you, if ever I let you and your little ones go! Look, you have 

some evil purpose in mind. [11] No! Go, the men among you, and 

serve the LORD, for that is what you are asking.” And they were 

driven out from Pharaoh’s presence. Exodus 10:8–11

avadim ַעבָד
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What’s the 
difference between 

a slave and a 
servant?

A new 
master?

A new 
constraint?or
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Exodus 4:29–31

[29] Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the 

elders of the people of Israel. [30] Aaron spoke all the words 

that the LORD had spoken to Moses and did the signs in the 

sight of the people. [31] And the people believed; and when they 

heard that the LORD had visited the people of Israel and that he 

had seen their affliction, they bowed their heads and worshiped.
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Exodus 5:1–3

[1] Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus 

says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they 

may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’” [2] But Pharaoh said, 

“Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? 

I do not know the LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.” 

[3] Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. 

Please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness that we 

may sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest he fall upon us with 

pestilence or with the sword.”
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Exodus 5:4–7

[4] But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why 

do you take the people away from their work? Get back to your 

burdens.” [5] And Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the land 

are now many, and you make them rest from their burdens!” [6] 

The same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the 

people and their foremen, [7] “You shall no longer give the 

people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them go and 

gather straw for themselves.
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Exodus 5:8–9

[8] But the number of bricks that they made in the past you shall 

impose on them, you shall by no means reduce it, for they are 

idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifice to our 

God.’ [9] Let heavier work be laid on the men that they may 

labor at it and pay no regard to lying words.”
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Exodus 5:10–12

[10] So the taskmasters and the foremen of the people went 

out and said to the people, “Thus says Pharaoh, ‘I will not give 

you straw. [11] Go and get your straw yourselves wherever you 

can find it, but your work will not be reduced in the least.’” [12] 

So the people were scattered throughout all the land of Egypt to 

gather stubble for straw. 
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Exodus 5:12–14

[12] So the people were scattered throughout all the land of 

Egypt to gather stubble for straw. [13] The taskmasters were 

urgent, saying, “Complete your work, your daily task each day, 

as when there was straw.” [14] And the foremen of the people 

of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, 

were beaten and were asked, “Why have you not done all your 

task of making bricks today and yesterday, as in the past?” 
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Exodus 5:15–18

[15] Then the foremen of the people of Israel came and cried 

to Pharaoh, “Why do you treat your servants like this? [16] No 

straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, ‘Make bricks!’ 

And behold, your servants are beaten; but the fault is in your 

own people.” [17] But he said, “You are idle, you are idle; that is 

why you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’ [18] Go now 

and work. No straw will be given you, but you must still deliver 

the same number of bricks.”
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Structure of 
Egyptian constraint

Egyptian 
taskmasters

Hebrew 
Formans

External Internal
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Society cannot exist unless 
a controlling power upon 
will and appetite be placed 
somewhere,  and the less of 
it  there is within ,  the more 
there must be without .

Edmund burke 
Further Reflections on the 
Revolution in France
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men of intemperate minds 
cannot be free.  Their 
passions forge their 
fet ters .

Edmund burke 
Further Reflections on the 
Revolution in France
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Process of Ordered liberty

Slave Servant
External 

constraint
Internal 

constraint

sons
Father’s 

Inheritance

Exodus 4:22–23  

[22] Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Israel is my 
firstborn son, [23] and I say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve 

me.” If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son.’” (ESV)
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Luke 15:11–13

[11] And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. [12] And 

the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share 

of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 

between them. [13] Not many days later, the younger son 

gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and 

there he squandered his property in reckless living. (ESV)

The Parable of the good father 
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Luke 15:14–16

[14] And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose 

in that country, and he began to be in need. [15] So he went and 

hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent 

him into his fields to feed pigs. [16] And he was longing to be 

fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 

anything. (ESV)

The Parable of the good father 
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Luke 15:17–19

[17] “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my 

father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I 

perish here with hunger! [18] I will arise and go to my father, and 

I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you. [19] I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 

Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ (ESV)

The Parable of the good father 
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Luke 15:20–21

[20] And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still 

a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran 

and embraced him and kissed him. [21] And the son said to 

him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am 

no longer worthy to be called your son.’ (ESV)

The Parable of the good father 
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Luke 15:22–24

[22] But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best 

robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 

on his feet. [23] And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us 

eat and celebrate. [24] For this my son was dead, and is alive 

again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

The Parable of the good father 
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Luke 15:25–27

[25] “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and 

drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. [26] And 

he called one of the servants and asked what these things 

meant. [27] And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and 

your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 

him back safe and sound.’ (ESV)

The Parable of the good father 
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Luke 15:28–30

[28] But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out 

and entreated him, [29] but he answered his father, ‘Look, these 

many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 

command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 

celebrate with my friends. [30] But when this son of yours came, 

who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 

fattened calf for him!’

The Parable of the good father 
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Luke 15:31–32

[31] And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 

that is mine is yours. [32] It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, 

for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is 

found.’”

The Parable of the good father 
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Process of Ordered liberty

Slave Servant
External 

constraint
Internal 

constraint

sons
Father’s 

Inheritance

Friends
Participation  

With father
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John 15:15–16

[15] No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not 

know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to 

you. [16] You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 

you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should 

abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may 

give it to you.
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Process of Ordered liberty

Slave Servant
External 

constraint
Internal 

constraint

sons
Father’s 

Inheritance

Friends
Participation  

With father
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